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Expression and Communication 

Quick Checks enable reflective opportunities.
Icons, Callouts, and other visual design
elements emphasise and standardise
opportunities for reflection 

Tabs, Accordions, and Dialog Boxes (popups)
facilitate designing for choice and autonomy.
Buttons and grid styling communicates equal
priority for various choices.
Flipcards and Dialog Boxes provide playful
interactive elements.
Upload Embed Image tool and Institution
Images help designers add representative
imagery that signal identity safety for learners.
UDOIT enables learners to request alternate
file formats to meet their needs.
Templates support implementation of module
patterns, schedules, and alerts; interactive
elements and endless options for styling can
support unexpected elements 

Objectives tool makes it easy to add program
or course goals to any design.
Presume competence while providing support
when needed with Tooltips, Dialog Boxes, and
Tabs, which streamline support without
contributing to cognitive overload.
QuickChecks enable action-oriented feedback
right where the learning occurs by supporting
text, links, and media.  

Icons with text headings, tooltips for
vocabulary, and visual structures such as
columns help clarify semantic elements. 
Seamlessly incorporate multimedia into
content design TidyUP helps identify
course files with non- descriptive filenames  

Easily customise the display of information,
with all features built to be accessible and
responsive to various screen sizes.
Embed and align multimedia.
Ensure accessibility with DesignPLUS’s
built-in accessibility checker and UDOIT
Advantage’s course wide accessibility
remediation solutions
Generate alternate file formats for learners
with UDOIT Advantage.

Embed review content into Dialog Boxes
(popups), Accordions or Tabs.
Progress Indicators and Side Navigation
allow learners to quickly locate previous
items in a module.
Use layout tools such as Columns for
accessible KWL charts.
Help define concept relationships
through visual design structures Tabs or
Accordions can provide scaffolds,
templates, and graphic organizers to
learners without overwhelming page
design 

Quick Checks facilitate goal settings,
reflection, and self-monitoring.
Style lists and tables to support goal-
setting and self-monitoring.
Organise or structure content with
layout tools such as Cards and
Columns to support memory 

Assorted navigation tools allow
flexibility for learner movement
through a course.
Build courses that are accessible from
the start with DesignPLUS
Verify course wide accessibility with
UDOIT Advantage 

Maintain consistent design and
branding around your favourite
embedded, interactive LTI tools.
Pre-design gradual release of
scaffolds with Templates 

UDL AND CIDI LABS TOOLS 



UDL AND CIDI LABS TOOLS
resources

 
DesignPLUS provides the tools to design and scale UDL guidelines in your Canvas courses. Leveraging the power of Templates, Action Items, and Module Builder you 
can create entire courses with UDL aligned guidance, examples, and structures built in. 

TidyUP helps ensure learners are accessing the correct, up-to-date content and allows you to quickly organize course files and verify that files and content are
descriptively named–all to support learner agency and access to important course content. Plus, removing unused files boosts course accessibility. 

UDOIT Advantage gives course wide (or account-wide) insight to content and file accessibility and makes it easy to remediate all accessibility issues in a course from a
single screen. UDOIT Advantage also promotes learner agency by providing student access to alternate file formats to meet their varying needs. 

Student Support Digest and Webinar
Instructor Presence Digest and Webinar 

Belonging Digest and Webinar
Welcoming Home Page Digest
Instructor Presence Digest and Webinar
Consistency Digest and Webinar 

Student Support Digest and Webinar
Instructor Presence Digest and Webinar 

Cognitive Load Digest
Mental Models Digest
Removing Obstacles Digest 

Cognitive Load Digest
Mental Models Digest
Removing Obstacles Digest 

Building Knowledge 
Learn more: 
Cognitive Load Digest 
Mental Models Digest 
Removing Obstacles Digest 

Accessibility by Design
Removing Obstacles Digest
Navigation Digest 

Consistency Digest and Webinar 

Mental Models Digest
Student Support Digest and Webinar 
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Choice
Relevance
Address distractions
Nurture joy

Meaning and Purpose of
Goals. Challenge and
support. 
Collaboration & 
Collective Learning: 
Belonging & 
Community. 
Action Orientated 
Feedback. 

Recognise Expectations,
beliefs and motivations.
Awareness of self and others 
Individual and collective 
reflection. 
Empathy & restorative 
practices 

Content blocks, clear design,
themes, templates.
Popups, tooltip
Quickcheck feedback or used as an
exit key. 

Adding choice for student engagement
in the content - ways to submit, tasks to
complete.
Identify where the content relates in the
scheme of the unit. Use Modules to show
this. Is there a large link grid?
reducing distractions in page, module
and course layout. 
Themes, images and page design. 

Making content blocks for an institution
to identify this. Progress bars to show
learners where they are in the learning
journey. (Pacing) 
Institution colour scheme. Consistent
design 
by using templates across the
institution. 
QuickChecks - giving feedback and 
direction within the page. 

Customise ways of
presenting information.
Multiple ways of
perceiving information. 
Diversity of
perspectives 

Clarify Vocab, symbols &
language.
Support decoding text,
notation, etc. 
Understanding and
responding across languages
and dialects 
Address biases
Illustrate through multimedia. 

Connect Prior knowledge.
Highlight patterns, critical
features, big ideas &
relationships.
differences/similarities.
Cultivate multiple ways of
knowing.
Maximise transfer and
generalisation. 

 

Tabs, accordions and expanders to
organise content/prior knowledge.
Highlight, popovers, dialog box,
callouts, and content block design to
show differences/similarities.
Using a range of media to show
content - images, video, embed
whiteboards, design of content
blocks, cards, etc.
QuickChecks for prior knowledge.

DP allows themes, colors and
personalised layouts. UDOIT. Image
grids, flip cards, columns, cards with
links, accordions, tabs. 
UDoIt – ensuring everyone can
access 
resources and information. 

Use of popover/tooltip, dialog box
callouts for support in decoding.
All DP items are supported by screen
readers. 
 Supports content in language and
dialect of the the account.
Upload and embed tool, content blocks
allow videos with attached note taking.
Cards, flip cards, backgrounds.

Vary methods for
response.
Navigation.
Movement.
Accessible Materials. 
Assistive and 
accessible tech. 

Use multiple media for
communication. 
Multiple tools for
construction,
compositions and
creativity. group spaces. 
Graduated support for
practice and
performance: 
Biases for modes of 
presentation and
communication. 

Set Goals.
Anticipate and plan for
challenges.
Organise information &
Resources
Enhance capacity for 
monitoring progress. 
Challenge exclusionary 
practices. 

  

Embedding videos, recording videos to
explain, content blocks, cards, images,
galleries, popups/tooltips, embed tool –
access to Unsplash and Pexels.
Students can access DP sidebar when
using Canvas group spaces. 
Vary the ways students can respond to
questions, force some changes. 

Learning intention & Success Criteria content
blocks - using structure to guide student
learning 
This is what DP helps you do! Types of content
blocks, embed tool. Links, buttons, accordions,
tabs, expanders etc.
Link Grid, Module List, Homepage design,
templates, themes.
Progress bars along with module requirements,
enable teachers to monitor and manage
progress. 

DP add embedded response spaces,
Quickchecks, link grids, buttons Link grids,
progress bars, buttons, link lists on cards. 
Creating methods for students to move through
the content easily - progress bars, tabs,
accordions, expanders.
Consistent design - templates 
Buttons, links, embed tool, UDOIT, TidyUP (no 
broken links or images that don’t load etc) 
UDOIT and TidyUP to manage content and
ensure content loads and is accessible to all
learners. 
All DP content works with a screenreader. 
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Design Multiple Means of 

Engagement 
Design Multiple Means of 

Representation 
Design Multiple Means of 

Action & Expression 
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Emotional Capacity

 

Welcoming Interests & Identities 

Sustaining Effort & Persistence 

Perception 

Building Knowledge 

Language & Symbols 

Interaction 

Strategy Development

 Expression & Communication 

The Universal Design for Learning Guidelines & Cidi Labs tools


